The purpose of this study was to compare the use of the forest plant resources and folk nomenclature in the two communities of the Madi valley a Chitwan District. The information was collected during 2001 from 83 households in Chirauli and 57 households in Dhikurbari using semi-structured questionnaires. The folk nomenclature and relative importance of the plant species for medicine, firewood, fodder and timber differ in the two communities were recorded. A total of 128 species were reported in use by both communities, out of which 64 were common to both communities. The plant species used only in Chirauli accounted for 44 and that in Dhikurbari are 20. Tharu community of Chirauli reported higher number of plant species for medicinal, fodder and forage, fuel wood and timber than that of migrated people of Dhikurbari.
C
hitwan is a district where existences of many ethnic groups make a web and offers opportunities to exchange knowledge on use of plant resources. This include naming, use and valuation of forest tree species for different purposes has now been transferred from one community to another. Many indigenous plants have been reported for various uses by ethnic communities (Khan, 1998; Manandhar, 1990; Rijal, 1994; Shakya et al., 1995; Dangol and Gurung, 1991; Mueller-Boeker 1993) . Dangol (2002) has described many forest plant species of this district and their economic value. However, the plant resources used by migrant communities, use-value, naming and relative importance and comparisons in those aspects are yet to the subject of study. Hence, an attempt has been made here to document the species diversities that are used by two different communities of the Madi valley that differ in social, economic and cultural settings. The study dug out the information on the variation in both the villages on naming, use values and valuation for different purposes.
Materials and Methods

Survey site
The study was conducted in two communities; Tharu in Chirauli and other migrants at Dhikurbari of the Madi valley of Chitwan District. These villages differ each other in socio-economic and cultural aspects. The people rely on the forest and forest products for their social, economic and cultural requirements. Churia hill range, which is rich in forest diversity, extends across the southern frontier of Madi region and offers many useful medicine, fodder, fuel wood and timber tree species to the dependents. Traditional norms still pervail in both the villages, as the Madi area itself is not highly accessible to the big cities and market set up.
Information collection
Since the knowledge on the use of forest plant diversity is uniformly distributed among different communities within same ethnic groups, only one village each from Tharu community and hill migrant community was purposively selected. In each village, a small tole (cluster) was selected to draw sample population. All the households in the selected tole were then interviewed using semistructured questionnaires. A total of 83 households in Chirauli and 57 in Dhikurbari were surveyed, each figure representing 80% of total households in each village.
Results and discussion
Relative importance of plant resources in two communities
Out of 128 plant species reported, 64 were common to both communities. Forty-four species were reported from Chirauli while 20 by Dhikurbari. During the survey, it was revealed that Neem (Azadirachta indica), Dudhkaraiya (Holarrhena antidycentrica), Jamun (Syzyzium cumini), Bel (Agle marmelos) and Med (Viscum album), were the most commonly used species for medicinal purpose in Chirauli, and those of Dhikurbari were Neem (Azadirachta indica), Hadchur (Med) (Viscum album), Dahikamle (Callicarpa macrophylla), Tulsi (Ocimum tenuiflorum) and Harro (Terminalia chebula). For fuelwood, Sal (Sorea robusta), Bakaina (Melia azedarach), Botdhairo (Lagerstromia parviflora), Sisau (Dalbergia sisoo) and Panan (Desmodium oojeinense) were most common in Chirauli, and Sindure (Mallotus phillippensis), Sal (Shorea robusta) Baira, Piyal and Botdhairo (Lageresrtomia parviflora), were the most common in Dhikurbari. However, many people put several species other than Sal in "Kukath" category (less important wood), the figures for different species might vary. Likewise, people in Chirauli valued Bakaina, Ipil-ipil (Leuceena leucocephala), Dumari (Ficus racemosa), Khanue (Ficus semicordata) and Panan for fodder, where as in Dhikurbari, Sajan (Demodium oojeinense), Galene (Leea crispa), Khannue (Ficus semicordata), Lampate (Aesculus indica) and Gayo (Bridelia retusa) were the most valued tree species for fodder purpose. For timber, Sal is the most common tree species followed by Bakaina, Sisoo, Satisal (Dalbergia latifolia) and Panan in Chirauli. In Dhikurbari, Sal is only one species that is used by large number of people followed by Bakaina, Saj (Terminalia alata), Gayo and Jamun. Results on use of each plant species for different purposes have presented in Table ( 2). Species use were higher for Chirauli (108) while that of Dhikurbari was 84 (Appendix 1). It revealed that the Tharu community used more plant species than did the migrant community.
Multipurpose trees
Many of the species reported in the two communities have more than one use, which further increase the importance of those species. In Chirauli, a total of 35 species are reported as multipurpose, of which Anp (Mangifera indica) and Jamun have fourfold uses, 11 species have threefold, and the rests 22 have twofold uses. In Dhikurbari, only 12 species were reported as multipurpose, of which 5 have threefold uses and rest 7 have twofold uses. Most of the multipurpose species reported in both the villages are used for firewood.
The result shows that knowledge on naming, use methods and valuation of forest plant diversity in one community differs from another community due to, in part, variation in socio-cultural, economic and political situation. Since indigenous people use greater number of forest species more commonly than migrants do, they hold better knowledge and Hadchur (28) Goleni (20) Sal (21) Bakaino (15) 3 Dahikamle (18) Khanue (18) Baira (18) Saj (12) 4 Tulsi (17) Lampate (15) Piyal (17) Gayo (10) 5 Harro (10) Gayo (12) Botdhairo (13) Jamun (8) Figures in the parentheses are the total households reported the species.
/CP[ QH VJG URGEKGU TGRQTVGF KP VJG VYQ EQOOWPKVKGU JCXG OQTG VJCP QPG WUG XCNWGU understanding of using native plant species. Since the several species used by one community differ from those used by another community, there is potential to repatriate planting materials and the knowledge from a place to another. The data also show that many people commonly use several species even though the species used in the two communities vary. More the commonly used for various purposes, higher might be the chance to be exploited and thus eroded. Therefore, many species will get endangered if initiative is not taken to conserve and utilize them. This necessitates detailed studies in the indigenous knowledge on morphology, habit and habitat, propagation methods, and the methods of use.
In addition to conservation efforts, the useful forest diversity needs to be promoted for the social, economic and ecological benefits in the communities. This is possible only with the active participation of all the concerned stakeholders including local communities, who rely on forest products. Involving community forest users groups in problem identification, planning, implementation and evaluation processes can enhance management practices in the participatory action. The locally available species have to be registered using locally available methods and technologies, which will be helpful for certification process in future. There are several multipurpose tree species that need more attention than any other species in order to meet multiple needs of households and communities from a few thriving species where reforestation or tree planting activities can not be introduced.
